Chaplain Duties

One of the biggest assists to having a post with a positive attitude and sticking together as comrades
1s having an active chaplain. The chaplain can do the things that add a personal touch to the mem-
bership of the VFW.

It is important that the chaplain at any level be someone that cares to do more for the VFW than
simply reading the prayers at the meeting. The chaplain needs to be involved in activities and with
comrades in need outside of the normal post activities. It is important we as leaders encourage ac-
tive members to become our chaplains.

The post chaplain is one person that can easily ask the comrade how they are doing and get an an-
swer that can lead to help for the comrade if needed. With other officers, the comrade may not be
as comfortable.

Post Chaplains should be involved with:

« Hospital visits

o Hospice visits

o Funerals and Memorials

o Performing ceremonies and rituals

o Assisting comrades to find service officer assistance
o Consoling the families

o Providing counsel for the commander

Sending:

o get well cards
 thinking of you cards
o sympathy cards

o other greetings

The district chaplain is responsible for not only district meetings prayers but for counsel of the line
officers of the district (includes post commanders and most importantly the TRAINING OF THE
POST CHAPLAINS. Offering training to new chaplains, answering questions, and offering assis-
tance to the post chaplains is a large part of the job.

Any chaplain can find the resources to use for training under REFERENCES and TRAINING on
the website: https://movfw.org/di/viw/v2/default.asp?pid=76106

The website works well as a side presentation for doing training with your subordinate Chaplains or
assistant chaplains.

This on-line reference is available whenever the chaplain is connected to the web. Otherwise, this
information is available to be downloaded and printed for ease of access.
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